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WELCOME GUESTS!  
• By simply being here, you are a beautiful and valuable part of our praise, worship, and  

service.  Thank you for blessing us with your presence!  We don’t pretend to have it all together,  
but we believe God offers us strength, support, inspiration, joy, and opportunity through one another.  

• Everything you need to participate in worship should be printed in this bulletin.  Words in bold print are 
parts we speak together.  We sing as a form of prayer and an expression of joy.  The Psalms invite us to make 
a joyful noise to the Lord (not a perfect noise) so you are free to sing out no matter how talented your voice. 

• You are welcome to join us for more than just worship.  The announcements at the end of this bulletin are 
a great place to see what else is happening.  You are welcome to just show up!   

• If you have questions, don’t hesitate to ask anyone.  There’s no judgement.  Really. 
• We’d love the opportunity to get to know you better.  Please fill out an attendance card from the rack on 

the chairs in front of you, then place it in the offering plates when they are passed mid-service. You may also 
fill out our guest register at www.hosannatogether.org/guest.  

 

KIDS ARE A BLESSING TO US 
We love kids just as God made them, so we don’t expect them to be any different with us.   
They are part of our worship, and we have some extra-special ways for them to participate: 
• Children’s bulletins with activities are located by the front doors where you enter the worship space. 
• Coloring pages, art supplies, fidgets, and selected books are also available by the front doors to help kids’ 

keep their minds and bodies active during worship. 
• We hope you’ll help your kids join in prayers and songs, even if it’s just dancing or swaying to the music. 
• During the offering, kids may place their gifts in the clear container at the front.  Their gifts are used to 

help others in our community and the world in a way that’s easy for them to see. 
• Kids take responsibility for offering God’s blessing at the end of worship.  Even if they don’t know the 

words, they are welcome.  Standing there with a smile is all they need to show God’s love.   
• Changing stations are available in both bathrooms on the main level. 
 

WE VALUE NEURODIVERSITY 
• God has made us each differently, so we welcome and value people as they are.   

You are welcome among us, even if your brain and body operate a little differently.   
• We have a quiet sensory room off the front hallway.  You are welcome there if you feel overwhelmed  

or need a break from people.  Please respect others needing the same.   
• We have noise-reducing headphones, weighted pads, wobble cushions, and chair fidget bands in the 

sensory room.  You may use these in worship and anywhere else in the building if you’d like to try them out.   
• Learn more about neurodiversity at www.hosannatogether.org/neurodiversity.   
 

PRAYERS 
• Good and bad things happen.  If you’d like us to pray for you or someone you know, add your  

request to the sheet on the table in the front hall or call the church office at 816-781-7991.   
• We care about you, but we’re often not the first to hear what’s happening.  If something good or bad is going 

on, or you’d like Pastor Mike to visit, reach out:  816-781-7991 or pastorrmike@hosannalutheranchurch.org.   
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP WITH HOSANNA! 
 

 

PRELUDE       

WELCOME & INVOCATION     

GATHERING HYMN       Oh, Worship the King   (ELW 842) 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

 

Surrounded by the support of God and the people around us,  
let us speak honestly about the brokenness in our lives...  

We pause for reflection and for calling to mind specific regrets. 

Loving God, 
We confess that we have turned from your way  
  to follow our own ways. 
Forgive us for the times...  
  we have spoken or acted too quickly; 
  we have not spoken or acted at all; 
  we have hurt those closest to us; 
  we have hurt those we have yet to know; 
  we have thought more about ourselves than others; 
  we have thought less of ourselves than we ought. 
Turn us around, and give us a fresh start, to follow you again.   

Even when we go our own way, God is with us. 
Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right. 
Even when we have fallen apart, God puts us together. 
God’s love never runs out. 

Hear God’s promise to you now:   
Your sins are forgiven through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

SHARING GOD'S PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

We greet one another with the first words Jesus spoke to his followers after his 
death and resurrection:  "Peace be with you."  Some of us shake hands, hug, or 
give a fist bump, but you are also welcome to make a peace sign with your fingers 
without physical contact. 

Whatever the words or gesture, this is a loving prayer and blessing we give our 
neighbors, that no matter what is happening in their lives, they might experience 
God's peace and wholeness.  
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HYMN OF PRAISE  Now the Feast and Celebration  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 

O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be 
afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters 
from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.    Amen. 

SCRIPTURE READING 
 

1 Kings 19:9-18    
9 At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night 
there.  
  Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, 
Elijah?” 10 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of 
hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, 
and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking 
my life, to take it away.” 
  11 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD 
is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting 
mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not 
in the wind, and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the 
earthquake, 12 and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire, 
and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped 
his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then 
there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He 
answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts, for the 
Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed 
your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to 
take it away.” 15 Then the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the 
wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over 
Aram. 16 Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel, and you 
shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 17

 Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever 
escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18 Yet I will leave seven 
thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth 
that has not kissed him.” 

This is the Word of our Lord. 
Thanks be to God 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL READING 

Matthew 14:22-33  
22 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side  
[of the Sea of Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.23 And after he had 
dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening 
came, he was there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was 
far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25 And early in the morning he 
came walking toward them on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking 
on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27 
But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be 
afraid.” 
  28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the 
water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the 
water, and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind, he 
became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus 
immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little 
faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind ceased.  
33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

This is the Gospel of our Lord! 
Thanks be to God. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY   He Comes to Us as One Unknown  (ELW 737)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Each petition ends: 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
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LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
   and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, 
   forever and ever. Amen. 
 

OFFERING 
 

Please fill out an attendance card from the rack on the chairs in front of you.  
Place in the offering plate. 
If you give electronically, you may place an e-giving card in the  offering plate as a 
physical gesture of your giving. 

You may give online using a bank account, credit card,  
or debit card at www.hosannatogether.org/give. 
You may give by sending a text with your gift amount  
to 816-327-2002. Instructions will be sent in a reply. 

Cash and check gifts may be placed in an envelope from  
the chairs racks and placed in the offering plates. 
Children may place their offerings in the barn at the front of the worship 
space to help provide space for kids and community groups to step back 
from the demands of their daily lives, breathe deeply, and be surprised by 
God.  Their donations will support the Deep Roots, Wide Welcome Campaign of Hollis 
Renewal Center in Bonner Springs, Kansas (south of The Legends).  For over 35 years, 
Hollis has embodied hospitality, serving as a place apart for prayer, reflection, learning, 
and renewal near the metro area.  Learn more about Hollis Renewal Center and their 
plans to increase capacity to serve the community at holliscenter.org.  
Kids and teens of all ages are welcome to contribute!  
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OFFERING HYMN      “As the Grains of Wheat”  
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

The thanksgiving continues . . . 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

HOLY COMMUNION 

All are welcome to join us at the Lord's Table, where we believe Christ is truly present. 
Gluten-free bread is available upon request.  Red wine and white grape juice are available. 

After communing, a child will offer you a blessing of God's love. 
Empty cups may be left in the container at the front of the worship space. 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 

     Precious Lord, Take My Hand  (ELW 773)  
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            Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me   (ELW 755) 
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POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this 
gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake 
of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CHILDREN’S BLESSING 

The kids come forward to offer God’s blessing and love to all: 

The Lord bless you and keep you, and give you grace and peace.   
Amen! 
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SENDING HYMN               God, Bless the Hands   (ACS 1022)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DISMISSAL  

 

Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.   
Thanks be to God! 
 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna! 
 

Video of today’s service is recorded and livestreamed online at www.hosannatogether.org. 
Permission to reproduce the music in this service obtained from One License.net with license #A-729952. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress.  
All rights reserved. Used by permission under license #SB118889.  
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 HOSANNA! HAPPENINGS 
 

THANK YOU FOR CHRISTMAS IN JULY ITEMS 

Thank you to everyone who donated items for Metro Lutheran Ministry’s Christmas in 
July.  The items were delivered this week for later distribution to neighbors in need at 
the Christmas Store in December.  If you missed the July collection, we’ll hold 
another one closer to Christmas.     

HOSANNA! GARDEN 

Veggies are growing in our Hosanna! veggie garden! We've already been able to 
donate some peppers and cucumbers for In As Much Ministry food pantry and things 
will be picking up even more soon. The cucumber plants are doing great from our 
Hosanna day seed starting!  If you'd like to help with the maintenance and harvesting 
of the garden, please contact Bonny or Margaret G for more info.  

FIRE CODE ADJUSTMENT TO KITCHEN 

Because a daycare utilizes our kitchen, the state fire marshal is requiring us to add a 
minimum of 18” between the stoves to mitigate fire risks.  The issue was raised prior 
to the daycare opening, but the fire marshal at the time did not require us to change 
it.  We thought we had an acceptable alternative solution to the current mandate, 
but all variances and appeals by Brighton Academy 
were denied by the state daycare licensing agency.   

Therefore, the location of cabinets and stoves have 
been swapped.  The center countertop, backsplash, 
gap covers, and floor trim will be installed soon.   

We are taking this opportunity to improve the 
organization and functionality of the kitchen by 
reorganizing, relocating dishes, and adding outlets.   
If you’d like to be involved in organization, please speak with Jeanine Stubbs.     

THE THIRTEENTH WOMEN OF THE ELCA TRIENNIAL GATHERING 

Louise & I attended the WELCA Triennial Gathering in Des Moines, IA, July 16-19. This 
was my first time attending and from opening worship on Thursday afternoon to closing 
worship Sunday morning there were nonstop opportunities available. I met and chatted 
with women from Fairbanks, Alaska to the Caribbean. There were receptions  and 
workshops to attend, a 5k run and blood drive to take part in. The next triennial will be 
held in 2029 in Louisville, KY with early bird registration of $295 now available on the 
WELCA website until September 1. If you have not attended the Triennial before, please 
consider going in 2029! Louisville is not that far away.  – Joyce Uber  

 



 

 WOMEN OF THE ELCA CONVENTION! 

The Women of the ELCA is set up similar to our synod.   There are the congregational units 
(Shirley Circle), Clusters (Border), SWO’s (Central States Synod – Women of the ELCA) and 
Churchwide.  All are intertwined together, with our purpose statement being:  
As a community of women created in the image of God, called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered 
by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one another in our callings, 
engage in ministry and action, and promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society, and the world. 

Every triennial the Women of the ELCA, meet to discuss and make decisions that direct the 
next three years of our organization.   Our Synod Wide Organization was represented by five 
voting members, who were elected at the Central States Women of the ELCA convention  – 
Janice Gerken, Gaye Mizell, Jean Bardy, Rhonda Templing and Louise Ahrens.   They joined 
the other voting members from across the country via zoom to make decisions on 
constitutional revisions, budget and memorials (these are actions that guide the vision of 
Women of the ELCA for the next triennial).  In addition, the new triennial board was elected.   
If you want to know further information, please see Louise Ahrens or visit with website for 
Women of the ELCA, www.womenoftheelca.org.  In addition, watch for further information 
in the Happenings and the WELCA bulletin board for the plans for the next three years! 

BROKEN A/C?  WE CAN HELP! 

It can get uncomfortable and even dangerous when our air conditioning goes out 
during the peak heat of summer, especially when it can take days to get it repaired or 
weeks to get it replaced.  We have a window A/C unit that we are happy to loan out to 
anyone who needs it to bridge the gap.  If you or someone you know is experiencing a 
loss of air conditioning, call the church office to make arrangements.  

HOSANNA! LUNCH BUNCH ~ TUESDAY, AUGUST 18, THE LANDING    

What’s the best way to get to know someone? Breaking bread together! So come join 
us for lunch. Each month we gather at a different location in the Liberty area and share 
a meal and conversation on a variety of topics. We’re also having a look at the 
feasibility of making the church door by the kitchen handicap accessible and we 
would welcome additional input and help.  We meet on the third Tuesday of each 
month at 11:30. Everyone is invited! This month we’ll be at The Landing located at Hwy 
291 and Kansas St. behind Walgreens. We hope you’ll join us! 

THE BIRDS ARE BACK (BUT NOT REALLY)! 

You might hear a rather spirited conversation among some very distressed birds 
around the church building these days.  Rest assured no birds are actually in distress.  
We put out speakers in our vineyard each year as the harvest approaches to 
discourage real birds from getting comfortable and enjoying an all-you-can-eat buffet.  
This saves us the time and hassle of having to put nets over the grape vines. 



 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS FOR AUGUST 9 
 
Birthdays   

Kelly Conway-Anson, August 9  Adam Prom, August 11 
Elizabeth Eickman, August 12  Jane Gibbs, August 13 
Wyatt Marshall, August 13   Alma Rodick, August 14 
 

Sympathy   
Family and Friends of Jim Adler - Friend of Mary and Brad Kunkel 
Family and Friends of Steve Hardesty - Jamie Heil’s father 
Family and Friends of Erik Torkelson - friend of Mary Kunkel 
Family and Friends of Augie Sievering - uncle of Pam Schmidt’s friend 
Family and Friends of Alice Hezel - Richard Moore’s sister-in-law 
Family and Friends of Johnnie Fields - friend of Boyd and Louise Ahrens 
  

Concerns   
Pat Nicholas (Robert Hall’s stepfather) - recovering from bladder cancer surgery 
Mardell Carlson (Scott Carlson’s mother) health concerns 
Renate Steffen (sister of Angelika Schmitt) recovering from knee replacement surgery  
Laura Canuteson - in rehab at Norterre Estoria  
Jealaine Marple - ongoing heart concerns  
John Chapman - recovering from prostate cancer treatment  
Catherine DelFrate (Jane Gibbs' niece) breast cancer diagnosis  
Donna Bitter - cancer news 
Larry Booth (friend of Pam Schmidt) suffered a spinal stroke 
Rika Heruth - breast cancer radiation treatment  
Boyd Ahrens - intensive stroke rehab therapy     
John Kirk (relative of Katharine Fairchild)  cancer diagnoses 
Alissa Willett - ongoing treatment for serious autoimmune disease 
Jacob - 10yr old nephew of Schmidt’s neighbor, recovering from heart transplant 
Clifford Summers (Don Summers’ father)  in hospice 
Sam (relative of Ed Friedrich) - undergoing treatment for brain tumor 
Jana Schwartz (friend of Cheryl & Mike Jennings) recovery from cancer treatments  
Mark G  (friend of Mary and Brad) battling prostate cancer 
Alana  (niece of Jeanine Stubbs) recent hospital admission for mental heath 
Craig Lantz - ongoing Parkinson’s  
Rick Block (friend of Mike Jennings) throat cancer  
Scott Hall (Marty Berggren’s husband) health concerns  
Donna Shout (sister of Cheryl Jennings) serious health issues 
Frances Jolayemi (Jeanine Stubb’s sister) mental health recovery 



 

 

HOSANNA! LUTHERAN CHURCH 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 
August 2 

73 In person:  59 
Online:  14 

HAPPENINGS AHEAD 
August 3-17 - Cathy on vacation 
Sunday, August 9  
9:30am - Worship 
Monday, August 10  
7:00pm - WELCA 
Tuesday, August 11 
6:00pm - Council Meeting  
Wednesday, August 12 
10:00am - Bible Study 
Sunday, August 16 
9:30am - Worship 
Tuesday, August 18 
11:30am - Lunch Bunch  - The Landing 
Wednesday, August 19 
10:00am - Bible Study 
Sunday, August 23 
9:30am - Worship  
Wednesday, August 26 
10:00am - Bible Study 
Sunday, August 30– Back to School Sunday 
9:30am - Worship Service 
3:00pm - Organ Dedication Concert  
Wednesday, September 2 
10:00am - Bible Study 

2800 North Church Road   |   Liberty, Missouri  64068   |   816.781.7991 
www.hosannatogether.org   |   facebook.com/hosanna.liberty.mo 

 

Pastor:   Mike Kern   +   402.741.2957   +   pastormike@hosannalutheranchurch.org 
Office Administrator:   Cathy Baker  +  cathy@hosannalutheranchurch.org 

Choral Director:   Dr. Chris Marple   +   chrismmarple@gmail.com 
Accompanist:    Dr. Rika Heruth   +   rikaheruth@gmail.com 

SERVING ON SUNDAY 
Sign up in the fellowship hall by the kitchen or 

through Breeze at hosannatogether.org/breeze 

 THIS SUNDAY AUGUST 16 
Acolyte  Leah Cerra  Grayson Belcher 

Altar Guild  Joyce Uber  Kristin Belcher 
Audio/Video  Luke Cerra  Tony Belcher 

Blesser  
 Maggie Cerra  Preston Belcher 

 Volunteer Needed  Nora Belcher 

Communion  
Assistant 

 Joyce Uber  Joyce Uber 

 Alison Kern  Volunteer Needed 

Counter  
 Richard Moore  Richard Moore 

 Leslie Long  Leslie Long 
Crucifer  Anna Fairchild  Volunteer Needed 

Greeter  
and Usher  

 Volunteer Needed  Volunteer Needed 

 Volunteer Needed  Volunteer Needed 

Lector  Colten Marshall  Alison Kern 

Fellowship 
Host  

 Max Willett  Volunteer Needed 
 Volunteer Needed  Volunteer Needed 

OPERATING FINANCES 
Year-to-date as of July 1 

Income Expenses Difference 
$202,510  $188,249     +$14,260  

Budget:  $175,525    Budget:  $185,256    Budget:  -$9,731  

Treasurer Note:  We’re in the thick of summer and we’re staying 
ahead of things.  Having moved insurance to quarterly payments rather 
than a large annual lump sum seems to have really helped us out.   

http://www.hosannalutheranchurch.org/

